distances, the objects along the way, the elevations and depressions, and all that characterized the topography of the region, jotting down the results upon paper as he went. From these notes he prepared a map of the region so minutely and carefully drawn that on his return to Yedo his master was greatly impressed with the powers of description of one who traveled like a samurai but observed like a geographer.
Another story relates how the Shogun, who had been the Lord of Koshu, once upon a time decided to distribute equal portions of a large piece of precious incense wood among the members of his family. But when the official who was to cut the wood attempted the division he found no way of meeting his lord's demand that the shares should be equal. He therefore appealed to his brother officials who with one accord, advised him that no one could determine the method of cutting the precious wood save only Seki. Much relieved, the official appealed to "The Arithmetical Sage" and not in vain.r
It is also told of Seki that a wonderful clock was sent from the Emperor of China as a present to the Shogun, so arranged that the figure of a man would strike the hours. And after some years a delicate spring became deranged, so that the figure would no longer strike the bell. Then were called in the most skilful artisans of the land, but none was able to repair the clock, until Seki heard of his master's trouble. Asking that he might take the clock to his own home, he soon restored it to the Shogun successfully repaired and again correctly striking the hours.
Such anecdotes have some value in showing the acumen and versatility of the man, and they explain why he should have been sought for a post of such responsibility as that of examiner of accounts, *
Tlie name of Seki has long been associated with the yenri, a form of fhe calculus that was possibly invented by him, and
* The story is evidently based upon the problem of Yoshida already given on page 66.
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